Philippians Lesson 4 Articles

2:7 Jesus’ self-emptying (kenosis) cannot mean loss of deity or divine attributes; God cannot
become less than God. Rather, He emptied Himself of divine privileges by becoming human.

2:9 God highly exalted Jesus, giving Him a new position. He became the visible focus of the
Godhead, a position graciously bestowed because of His self-humbling death.

2:10-11 Contrary to what some critics claim, this description does not reflect an outdated
cosmology or view of universal reality. Jesus’ lordship is comprehensive—over all personal
beings in heaven (spiritual beings), on earth (living human beings), and under the earth (the dead
awaiting resurrection).
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2:12 To “work out” our salvation (which was “worked in” to us) is opposed to “working for
salvation.?

2:12 - When Paul tells us to “work out” our own salvation “with fear and trembling,” he means
that we are to give careful attention to our actions and behavior, making sure that they well
represent the One who saved us.

2:15 — If our behavior as God’s children does not differ from that of unbelievers, then we look
just as “crooked and perverse” as anyone else, and instead of shining “as lights,” we leave the
world as dark as we found it.2

2:12 One central theme ties these verses together. The Philippians were to make salvation work
in their lives. It will be helpful to determine the nature of the word “salvation” and whether this
refers to the church at large or the individuals within it.

To live like Christians, the Philippians were to have an attitude of obedience. The obedience was
not to Paul, although apparently his presence encouraged it in their lives.}’* The obedience was
to God. The church members were to solve their problems as an act of obedience to God. Such
obedience confirmed the fact that they were truly saved. Perseverance, whether in individual
purity or harmonious group relations, was expected of Christians.

In addition to obedience, the Philippians were to be sober. The precise words are “fear and
trembling.” These words reminded them of their relationship to God and that they were to
conduct their lives with a seriousness and reverence due him. After all, he worked in them.
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174 He wrote with some apprehension that they would act differently if he were not there. This
may well mean that he entertained the idea that he would die before seeing them again.



