Lesson 10 Article
John Newton, author of the beloved hymn “Amazing Grace” was an only child and lost his mother when he was seven. At the age of eleven he went to sea as a sailor and became involved in the inhuman African slave trade. Soon hardened by his evil surroundings, he outdid his companions in immorality, vulgarity, and blasphemy. But when he was twenty-three his ship was caught in a severe storm, and when he began to fear for his life he cried out to God for mercy and was marvelously saved. Not wanting ever to forget the depths of sin from which he had been rescued by God’s grace, Newton later inscribed the words of Deuteronomy 15:15 above his mantel: “And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  MacArthur, J. (1996). Galatians (111–112). Chicago: Moody Press.] 

A prostitute came to our church one day looking for help. She was quite successful financially but was plagued by tremendous feelings of guilt and anxiety. She drank heavily took drugs, and realized her life was a mess. When I explained the gospel to her and assured her that God was eager to forgive her sins and give her new life if she trusted in Jesus Christ, she expressed great interest. During the course of our conversation she had told me of a little book in which she kept the names and phone numbers of her customers. I suggested that we take the book and burn it right then, as a symbol of her repentance and renunciation of her old life. But she balked at the idea, saying, “I can’t do that! Those names are worth thousands of dollars. I guess I don’t want Jesus as much as I thought I did.” Like many people, she knew her way of life was wrong and ruinous, but she loved it more than the Lord and would not give it up.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, J. (1996). Galatians (118). Chicago: Moody Press.] 


