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Lesson # 1 – Why Study the Ten Commandments?
INTRODUCTION
· When the mother of one of our female soldiers involved in the Iraq prison scandal was interviewed, she said that her daughter was raised to know better than that.  What influence do you think the Ten Commandments should have had on the daughter in question?

OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  In recent polls, 80% of Americans claim to believe in the Ten Commandments, but very few can name as many as four of them.  In a recent survey by James Patterson and Peter Kim, 74% of Americans said that they would steal from those who won’t miss it, 64% will lie for convenience if no one will be hurt.  93% said they alone decide morale issues, basing their decisions on their own experience or whims.  For many people, truth has become a matter of personal taste… morality has been replaced by individual preference.
Read Exodus 19:14-25
1. Why did the people prepare to receive the Ten Commandments?

2. How would the experience of the events have affected your response to the commands?
Read 2 Timothy 3:1-9

Note:  Jannes and Jambres were Egyptian court magicians.

3. What does it mean that those who oppose the truth “exhibit a form of godliness?” Prov 3:7
4. What is the power that they are denying?

5. It seems that our society desperately needs to be reminded of the standards of right and wrong. If they cannot be “posted” in the classroom or courtrooms, how can Christians “post” them in their hearts… live them?

6. What difference would it make in our society if Christians lived the Ten Commandments?
Read Gen 3:1-7; Deut 10:12-13

7. How does Satan portray God in these verses?  How does Eve respond?

8. Why is this old tactic (still) effective?

9. How do most people (especially non-Christians) view God’s purpose of the Ten Commandments?

10. What would a healthy “fear” of God look like for you? Heb 12:28,29
11. What is the value of a healthy fear of God?  Jer 32:39-41

12. Why do you think God gave us the Ten Commandments?
APPLICATION

· What can you do to prepare for an in depth study of the Ten Commandments that will make you more receptive to God’s leading?
· What would you like to take away from a study of the Ten Commandments?  (i.e. memorize all Ten Commandments, teach them to your children?)
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