Hebrews Lesson 3 Articles

Hell is undoubtedly full of people who were never actively opposed to Jesus Christ, but who simply neglected the gospel. Such people are in view in these four verses. They know the truth and even believe the truth, in the sense that they acknowledge its truthfulness, its rightness. They are well aware of the good news of salvation provided in Jesus Christ, but are not willing to commit their lives to Him. So they drift past the call of God into eternal damnation. This tragedy makes these verses extremely important and urgent.

I will never forget the lady who came into my office one day, informed me she was a prostitute, and said, “I need help; I’m desperate.” After presenting the claims of Christ to her, I said, “Would you like to confess Jesus Christ as your Lord?” “Yes,” she replied, “I’ve had it.” She was at the bottom and knew it. So she prayed a prayer and seemingly invited Christ into her life. I said, “Now, I want you to do something. Do you have your little book with you that has the names of all your contacts?” When she replied that she did, I suggested, “Let’s take a match and burn it right now.” Looking surprised, she responded, “What do you mean?” “Just what I said,” I explained. “If you really met Jesus Christ as your Lord, if you really accepted His forgiveness and are going to live for Him, let’s burn that book and celebrate your new birth right now and just praise the Lord.” “But it’s worth a lot of money, a lot of money,” she objected. I said, “I am sure it is.” Putting the book back in her purse and looking me in the eye, she said, “I don’t want to burn my book. I guess I really don’t want Jesus, do I?” And she left.

When she counted the cost, she realized she was not ready. There are many such people. They know the truth, they stand on the edge of the right decision, but they never make it. They just drift. And they are the ones to whom this passage in Hebrews is speaking. The purpose of these four verses (Heb 2:1-4) is to give such persons a powerful shove toward Jesus Christ.
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